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The goal of the project is to develop biorational methods for control of pyralid
moths that are worldwide pests on stored food products. The insect species in focus are the Medi-
terranean flour moth, Ephestia kuehniella, the Indian meal moth, Plodia interpunctella, and the
Almond moth, Ephestia (Cadra) cautella. Ephestia kuehniella and Ephestia cautella have the same
major pheromone component as P. interpunctella, (Z9,E12)-tetradecadienyl acetate and the same
additional pheromone component candidates were identified from both Ephestia kuehniella and
Ephestia cautella. We want to explore the possibilities to use pheromone-based methods in com-
bination with other methods for direct insect control.
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A selection experiment did not reveal any
evidence for evolution of resistance to

pheromone-mediated mating disruption.
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